St. Theresa Sodality
Meeting Minutes
May 8, 2025

St. Theresa Sodality met on Thursday, May 8, 2025 in the Franciscan Parish Center. After a potluck meal, President Jan Boeding called the meeting to order at 7:20 pm and led the group in prayer. There were 23 members in attendance. Frs. Harrison, Taylor and Gonderinger joined us for dinner.
Secretary Paulette Wieser read the minutes of the March 13, 2025 meeting. Jan mentioned an incorrect date in the minutes. Rose Braun made a motion to accept the corrected minutes. Lori Olson seconded and the minutes were approved. Bernice Arlt thanked everyone for their prayers, gifts, volunteering, salads and desserts that were given during Whitey’s illness and for his funeral.
Treasurer Monika Wemhoff read the Treasurer’s Report.  Marge Prokupek clarified the reimbursement for beverages for funerals.  Sherron Chard made a motion to accept the report. Kathy Podraza seconded and it was approved. Monika read Thank You notes from the families of Helen Kula and Charlotte Jemison for help and donations for their funerals, and from the Children’s Scholarship Fund. She also read a Thank You Note from Country Mile Catering for the assistance from funeral dinner workers.
Barb McPhillips gave the Pro-Life report and explained LB512, which is the Chemical Abortion Safety Protocol Act, LB632, to require a health care facility to dispose of the remains of aborted unborn children, and LB669, to change requirements for voluntary and informed consent and civil actions relating to abortion. She also mentioned the current issues plaguing Planned Parenthood in Omaha.
Old Business:
Jan said we still do not have an update on when the Church bathroom remodeling project will begin. When project begins, the schedule will be in the Bulletin. 
Paulette gave the information on the workers, desserts and profit from this year’s Fish Fries and thanked everyone who helped, especially Helene Chard who brought desserts and worked all six weeks. 
New Business:
Jan mentioned that the Sodality has paid for the printing of the Fall Festival raffle tickets in the past and asked if the group would agree to pay again this year. Last year we paid $462.77. Virginia Wennekamp made a motion to pay for printing the raffle tickets. Mary Beller seconded and the motion carried.
The Red Cross is asking the Sodality to provide 4 dozen cookies for each of the four Blood drives in June. The ladies who volunteered to make cookies are Virginia Wennekamp (June 5), Kathy Maca (June 12), Jan Beiermann (June 19) and Maria Pierce (June 26).
Paulette explained that the ladies who previously ran the KC Fish Fry Dessert project had promised to pay for the purchase of 2 portable tables for Right to Life. Barb McPhillips ordered tables from Eakes and will turn in the invoice to the Church office for payment. The Sodality will reimburse the Church in the amount of $219.42.
Paulette reported on the upcoming 6 pm Mass and reception following for Archbishop McGovern on Friday, May 16 at St. Bonaventure Church and Parish Center. St. Theresa Sodality is asked to provide 300 cookies for the reception. After some discussion, Barb McPhillips made a motion to buy the cookies from a local source. Sonya Wieser seconded and the motion carried. Barb and Paulette will work on getting the cookies. Paulette also mentioned that we will need to provide workers to prep the sandwiches, veggies, fruit and dessert trays on Friday morning at St. Bon’s Parish Center. Kathy Baker, Sonya Wieser, Jan Boeding and Mary Beller volunteered to help. Monika and Paulette will assist with hosting duties.
Jan asked the ladies if they would like to provide going-away gifts for Fr. Heithoff and Fr. Taylor. After some discussion, Barb McPhillips made a motion to give $100 cash gifts to both priests. Rose Braun seconded and the motion carried. Paulette mentioned that the gathering for Fr. Heithoff will be on Sunday, May 18, after the 8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses at St. Bon’s. Everyone is invited. Fr. Taylor will have a going-away gathering sometime in June.
Jan reminded the group that we were planning to have another Ladies Night Out in August. Since we don’t meet again until September, we decided on Thursday, August 14 from 6:30-8:30 as our date, with Thursday, August 21 as a backup date. We will follow the same menu and game format as we have had in the past. 
Deacon Kelly McGowan will celebrate 25 years as a Deacon in October, 2025. All of the Parish groups will be involved in planning a celebration for him. Jan Boeding, Kathy Maca, Lori Olson and Rose Braun will represent the Sodality on the planning committee. Jan will check with Kelly to schedule a date and reserve the Social Hall.
Jan and Monika talked about the need for help with the Fall Festival. Specifically, they are looking for someone to take the lead in the kitchen. There will be sheets in the pews in church in the near future to sign up for various duties. 
Kay Strecker thanked the ladies for all their prayers, support and food donations during the illness and passing of her husband, Don. 
Kay Strecker made a motion to adjourn. Sherron Chard seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm. Jan led the members in an Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be for the deceased members of the Sodality.
Door prizes were won by Rita Fleischer, Frances Gablenz, Maria Pierce, Bernice Arlt, Sonya Wieser and Kathy Maca.
The next meeting will be on Thursday, September 11, 2025, starting at 6:30 pm in the Franciscan Parish Center.

Respectfully submitted,
Paulette Wieser

